PROCEDURE FOR STUDENTS AUTHORIZED TO BEGIN THEIR THESIS WORK BEFORE 13/07/2025
Students who have been authorized to begin their thesis work before 13/07/2025 are required to follow the old administrative procedure.
REQUEST FOR ASSIGNMENT OF THESIS COUNTER SPEAKERS
[bookmark: _Hlk202969587]By the deadline set for the graduation session they intend to participate in, students must submit to the Teaching Office the application for the assignment of the Counter Speakers and a thesis abstract (max. one page).
· By 18/07/2025 to participate in the October 2025 session (20–24 October 2025)
· By 15/09/2025 to participate in the December 2025 session (15–19 December 2025)
· By 07/11/2025 to participate in the February 2026 session (09 - 13 February 2026))
· By 07/01/2026 to participate in the April 2026 session (08 - 04 April 2026)	
· By 06/03/2026 to participate in the June 2026 session (08 - 12 June 2026)	
· By 20/04/2026 to participate in the July 2026 session (20 - 24 July 2026)	
· By 12/06/2026 to participate in the September 2026 session (14 - 18 September 2026)	
· By 17/07/2026 to participate in the October 2026 session (19 - 23 October 2026)	
· By 14/09/2026 to participate in the December 2026 session (14 - 18 December 2026)	
A simple email to tesi-bio@biologia.unipi.it is sufficient, with the abstract attached and indicating: name, surname, student ID number, thesis title, name and email address of the Supervisor(s).
The Master’s thesis requires two Counter Speakers who will assess the student’s understanding of the thesis topic and their critical engagement with the work, through an oral discussion.
The appointment of the Counter Speakers is made by a designated Committee.
Once the student receives confirmation of the assigned Counter Speakers from the Teaching Office, they must:
1. Contact the Counter Speakers to arrange the oral discussion by the deadlines below:

· By 01/10/2025 to participate in the October 2025 session (20–24 October 2025)
· By 26/11/2025 to participate in the December 2025 session (15–19 December 2025)
· By 21/01/2026 to participate in the February 2026 session (09 - 13 February 2026))
· By 18/03/2026 to participate in the April 2026 session (08 - 04 April 2026)	
· By 20/05/2026 to participate in the June 2026 session (08 - 12 June 2026)	
· By 01/07/2026 to participate in the July 2026 session (20 - 24 July 2026)	
· By 26/08/2026 to participate in the September 2026 session (14 - 18 September 2026)	
· By 30/09/2026 to participate in the October 2026 session (19 - 23 October 2026)	
· By 25/11/2026 to participate in the December 2026 session (14 - 18 December 2026)	

2. Send the Counter Speakers a semi-final version of the thesis at least ten days before the discussion
3. [bookmark: _GoBack]Remind the Counter Speakers, after the discussion, to send the Counter Speakers Evaluation Form to tesi-bio@biologia.unipi.it (the form is available on the webpage, point no. 8) 
At the end of the discussion, the Counter Speakers will evaluate the student based on the following criteria:
- Acquisition of the fundamental concepts underlying the activities (scientific context)
- Ability of critical behavior also toward the experimental approach
- Autonomy during the discussion and interpretation of the results
- Autonomy during the elaboration of the paper and linguistic competence
- Command of scientific language, clarity of the exposition, accuracy in exposition of the paper 
Note: The assigned Counter Speakers remain valid even if the student is unable to participate in the originally selected graduation session. The procedure does not need to be repeated.

SUBMISSION OF GRADUATION APPLICATION TO THE STUDENT OFFICE
All necessary information is available on the relevant webpage.

ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS
By the relevant deadline, the student must send a final version of the presentation of the thesis to the Teaching Office (tesi-bio@biologia.unipi.it):
· By 16/10/2025 to participate in the October 2025 session (20–24 October 2025)
· By 11/12/2025 to participate in the December 2025 session (15–19 December 2025)
· By 05/02/2026 to participate in the February 2026 session (09 - 13 February 2026))
· By 02/04/2026 to participate in the April 2026 session (08 - 04 April 2026)	
· By 04/06/2026 to participate in the June 2026 session (08 - 12 June 2026)	
· By 16/07/2026 to participate in the July 2026 session (20 - 24 July 2026)	
· By 10/09/2026 to participate in the September 2026 session (14 - 18 September 2026)	
· By 15/10/2026 to participate in the October 2026 session (19 - 23 October 2026)	
· By 10/12/2026 to participate in the December 2026 session (14 - 18 December 2026)	


N.B.: The thesis must NOT be sent in digital format, nor delivered in hard copy, to the Department of Biology Academic Office. Candidates must only send their presentation in PDF format (PowerPoint presentations will not be accepted).
Once submitted, the presentation cannot be replaced.

The student must also remind the Supervisor(s) to send the Supervisor Evaluation Form to tesi-bio@biologia.unipi.it (the form is available on the webpage, point no. 9).

- to send the final version of the thesis to the Supervisor(s) and the two Opponents.
The thesis title page must be prepared using this template. Please note: this title page is simply a page to be inserted at the beginning of the thesis and must not be confused with the electronic title page, which must be created on the ETD website and constitutes one of the requirements set by the Student Secretariat as part of the graduation application (see the information at this link).
PN: The Student is required to attach the Statement on the use of Artificial Intelligence to the thesis, in PDF format. The compilation of the "Disclosure Statement on the use of generative AI in this Undergraduate/Graduate/Doctoral Thesis" is mandatory. The declaration must be included within the thesis, following the initial title page. To this end, you may proceed as follows: once the declaration is completed and signed in hard copy, it can be scanned, saved as an image (e.g., .jpg), and inserted into the thesis file (after the title page). The entire document can then be saved as a PDF to be sent to the Supervisor and Co-supervisors. This procedure is, of course, only a suggestion and is by no means binding: it is sufficient that the thesis PDF includes the declaration on the use of AI.

- The candidate must upload the thesis to the ETD website, following the instructions and deadlines set by the Student Secretariat: the thesis must be in its complete (including the declaration on the use of Artificial Intelligence) and final form.


THESIS DEFENSE

The student will have 20 minutes to present and discuss the final thesis.
The date, time, and location of the thesis defense will be communicated to the student via email.
All students are required to be present at the start time of the graduation session.
